the brushcorner atthe Maltings
complex (18b) for Neil Spratt and
Upleadon, who hit the ground
withasickening smack, and the
USA's Meghan O'Donoghue and
Pirate. Neil was taken to hospital
andwasfoundtohavea
compression fracture of his
Llvertebrae.

Gina Ruck broke her ankle
when fallingwith Rehy Too atthe
Picnic Table, fence 23, and the
fifth horse fall of the day occurred
when Australia’s Natalie Blundell
and Algebratipped upat seven,
the planet fence so familiar from
the Olympics that formed the first
partofthe Classics Leaf Pit.

Andrew Nicholsonlater said
that the Leaf Pit complex —this
year missing the giant stepinto
space — rode surprisingly big.

“Ittookalot of effort out of
horsesand | came away from
there feeling I'd jumped some big
jumps,” he said.

Overnight leader’s 16.4 faults
ALL eyeswere ontheleader, Jock
Paget, as he set offwith gritted
teeth on Clifton Promise. They
were held on course last year, and
it would be interesting to see how
they coped withouta “breather”.

Theywasted a bit of timeat the
Trout Hatchery — “l hadto
change my plan after jumping into
the water,” Jock explained —and
tock the longroute at the Land
Rover Dairy Farm atfence 20, and
collected 16.4 time-faults, butit
was a good, gutsy display of
galloping and jumping.

Most people chose totake the

pulled up afterwards as Andrew
felt the horse emptying of energy
— Clare Lewis on Sidnificant, Bill
LevettonImprovise (having
survived a scary moment at fence
four) and Gemma Tattersall with
Arctic Soul.

William Fox-Pitt took the direct
route there on Bay My Hero.

“I'mvery pleased with how hard
he tried and how genuine he was,
andhecame home asbesthe
could,” said William, who
collected 20.8 time-faults.

He suggested that the humidity
may have played a partinhorses
struggling toget close tothe time,
and said that Winners’ Avenue —
which runs down fromthe
Cottesmore Leap atthe high
pointofthe course to Capability's
Cutting —hadbeen overwatered
and had turnedinto soft ground.

“ltcertainly wasn'tarecovery
period for the horses, which it
normallyis,” he said.

Watering often resultsin
groundthatrides "dead”, and
perhaps this had an effecton
horses finishing so tired.

Piggy Frenchisajoytowatch
across country. and she produced
clear rounds fromboth herrides,
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Westwood Mariner, eighthafter
dressage, and Jakata, 21st. Both
horses ended on the same score,
75, collecting 29.2and 24 time-
faultsapiece.

Jakatahasn't competedata
four-star since he was secondat
Badminton in 2011, and Piggy's
delightinhimwas evident.

“It's like putting onan old pair of
slippers which I've missed for the
past couple of years,” she said. |
ummed and aahed about whether
tostartonhim. But he feltlike
anaeroplane; we think the
same way."

Sadly, despite passing the
trot-uphedidn'tappear atthe
showjumping on Sunday.

Jonelle Price (The Deputy) and
Gemma Tattersall rode fantastic

rounds. The latter said: “What an
amazing horse! Myarms and
hands arekKillingme — he gotso
strong — but hetried his heart
out. | wenttight tothe fence along
Winners’ Avenue toget the best
ground, under the trees, which
scaredthe crapoutofthe
spectators!”

She finished the day in eighth
placewith11.2 time-faults, rising.
from27th.

The USA's Hannah Sue Burnett
(Harbour Pilot, up from 14th to
seventh), Bill Levett (15th to
ninth), 1zzy Taylor, (12th tofifth),
and Murray Lamperd, whorose
from17thto 10th, were also new
arrivalsinthe top 10 after
something of ahead-scratching
day'ssport.

Bill Levett pilots Improvise to
th, the 10-year-old Master

p son's second top-10 four-
Istar finish of the year

bodes well for this 11-year-old Cult
Hero gelding's future.

Gemma Tattersall must be well
on her way to a British senior
squad place at the Blair European
Championships next year after
herfifth place on The Soul
Syndicate’s 11-year-old Arctic
Soul. She more than made
amends for jumping the wrong
side of aflagatthe endofan
excellent Badminton cross-
country round witha strong
doubleclear here. They rose up
22 places after dressage.

And Bill Levett will be thrilled by
Improvise’s clear showjumping
round — the phase was their
downfall atthe horse's first four-
star in Luhmiihlen this year — for
sixth place. Owned by Elisabeth
Murdoch, Ali Butler and Bill's wife
Jenny, thereis moretocome from
this Master Imp 10-year-old, who

isthe picture of anevent horse.

Izzy Taylor willhave been
disappointed todrop fromfifthto
seventh with two showjumps
down on KBIS Briarlands Matilda,
but Guy Avis' feisty, tenacious
little mare was the fourth quickest
of the day across country and
gave Izzy arepeat of their placing
twoyears ago. Itis partly the
experience Matilda has given lzzy
atthe verytop level that has made
her one of the best cross-country
ridersonthe circuit.

Paul Ridgeon's Armadais as
much ofaheart-breakerasheis
the horse of Oliver Townend's
dreams, and there was nothing
Oliver could have done to stop the
quirky chestnut hitting four
showjumps todrop from third
after cross-country toeighth.

Jonelle Price, fresh from fourth
atWEG, was againimpressivein

Overall: final scoreboard
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