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By JoPrestwich

BETTINAHOY'S spectacular
pillar-to-post victory with
Seigneur Medicottin the Rookery
Park Stud CIC2* was
overshadowed by New Zealand
rising star Tom Gadsby's fatal
accident later inthe day (see
news, p4).

Thisled to the abandonment of
the CIC* justa handful of horses
intothe 130-strong class. Itcasta
huge shadow over the popular
Cheshire event as the news
filtered back tothe lorry park.

“Muchas | was excited by
‘Micky's’win, Tom's tragic
accident putsitinto perspective
and my heart goes out to his
family and friends,” said Bettina.

Bettinawas the only oneto

breakintothe 30sinthe dressage.

Ground jury Les Smithand Val
Smythe were in complete
agreementover the test, which
put Bettinasix marks ahead. Les
awarded a10for the final haltand
Val declared it the best eventing
test she had ever judged.

“Itdid feel smart.”said Bettina.
They had one hairy moment
round David Evans'superbtrack

whenthe gelding pulled a shoe
off coming to the skinny brush
before the second water. He
veered left andjumped the high
point of the fence, but just to the

fettinal

correctside of the flag.
“Heisavery exciting horse and
whatanevent"added Bettina. "It
isadecenttripupfrom
Marlborough to here, but Iwould
have travelled from Germany to
compete, suchis the standard.”
Both Bill Levettand Andy
Heffernan moved up with fast

Doel heads young riders

SOMERFORD was a final trial for the young rider European squad
and the following six were picked for the championships in Jardy,
France (12-15 September): David Doel (Ricoshea), Danielle Dunn
(Zocarla BLH), Dani Evans (Raphael |l or Smart Time), Tom Jackson
(Waltham Fiddlers Find), Alex Liddle (Romeo Z) and Holly Woodhead

(DHI Lupison).

David Doel headed the section with the Irish-bred Ricoshea.

Gillian Jonas'sonof
RicardoZwas
bought for Georgie
Spence toride but,
having proved tobe
more of aman’s ride,
was sent to David.
“Hewas'Mr
Perfect'all day, apart
from one canter
strike-off.”
said David.

David Doel secures his
place with Ricoshea

every horseinthe open novice scored
overthismarkinthe dressage

Hoy'sasombre winner

accurate clears, Billone placeto
second and Andy two to third.

Irish junior Jodie Keefe dropped
from overnightsecond toeighth,
but putinanimpressive
performance, adding just time-
penalties to her dressage with
Kachemire Le Beau

Bill'sride Alexander NJis owned
in partnership by Tony and Janice
Fuller, VeronicaWoottenand
Catherine Witt, of sponsor
Rookery Park Stud. The horse was
bought after the Burghley young

eventhorse (BYEH)finalin 2009.

“lwas sat on a horsein the four-
year-oldline-up and sawhim
gallop and thought, Wow?" said
Bill.“Piggy French was beside me
and thought the same — best
galloper of the class — although
thejudge did not agree.”

Andy was thrilled with
Boleybawn Ace, who now heads
for Blenheim'’s eight-and nine-
year-old CIC3*,

“David Evans always builds
goodtracks,"hesaid."He
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encourages forward riding, which
has beenlost sight of at some
events.”

Burghley
THE first day's openintermediate
(Ol)sectionE ended in afairly
comfortable win for Dee Hankey
and the Burghley-bound
Chequers Playboy. They had
almost three marksin hand over
Paul Tapner and Yogi Bear VIII.

The Kennedy gelding has long
been coveted by many proriders.

“Imade adecision earlyonit
wouldhave to be alife-changing
amount for me to sell him,” said
Dee, who bought himas a four-
year-old, thinking he wouldbe a
prospective BYEH candidate to
bringonand sell.

“Itwasabrilliant track, as the
questions made you think, soeven
onanexperienced horse like him it
was achallenge. The going could
not have been more perfect.”

Thesecond Ol sectionwasa
triumph for Austin O'Connor and
Kilpatrick Knight, recently sixthin

the BritishNovice Championships.

Allthe top eight from this class
whohave competed since have
franked their form.

Austin bought the Master Imp

Dee Kennedy has a good
pre-Burghley run with

Chequers Pifyboy.
winning Ol ionE

A

gelding from his brotherasa
sat-onfour-year-old.

"Heis atypical Master Imp with
allthe quirks, butheis afab mover
who wants todo the job," said
Austin, who has Ligniére pencilled
intofinishthe season.

Austinmade his first visit to
Somerford last year.

“Itwas always on the calendar
afterthat.”headded. “I thinkitis
the bestintermediate trackinthe
countryand presented like a
three-day. The further mine went
the better he went, whichisagood

Austin O'Connor and Kilpatrick Knight
follow up sixth at Gatcombe with awin

Fustwing
UrmaBKand
JetSetlV

ANDREW
NICHOLSON piloted
twoof his fiverides
here totheir firstintermediate
victories. Paul Ridgeon’s Urma BK's
winwas all the more impressive as

shewas debuting at the level over
whatwas astrong, albeit beautifully
built, track.

Somerford Park (2)

“Itook them all the direct rout
asitwas avery fair course," said
Andrew, who hotfooted it from

of days’ holiday with the rest of his
family.

“Astoporarun-outisall part of
the learning curve for ayoungster —

they need tolearn.”
Andrewsumndwinner.betwah

Sellar's six-year-old Jet SstIV. rnade hlseventmgdebutln Man:h and

after 1l outings,is rearl

potted

geldingin Spamwherehewasbred by Luis Alvarez Cervera.
“Luis didn't feel he was going to make it as a top showjumper, but |
think heis a four-star horse in the making," said Andrew.

signinahorseandacourse.

Intermediate section C winner
Kylie Roddy, like Austin, was one of
anumber of long-distance
travellers returning to the event.

“lcamelast year and lovedit,"
saidKylie."Itis abrilliant event and
itwas sosad thatitshould end like
that — they had done everything
rightand | will look forward to
comingagain.”

Her ride Shearwater Billy is
owned by Shearwater Insurance
and Kylie has had the ride since he
was five,

“He'snevergoingtobea
dressage queen,butheis so
trainable." said Kylie of the horse
whowas on Britain's silver
medal-winning European CIC2*
Championship team three weeks
ago.H&H
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