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ITALIAN rider Stefano Brecciaroli
was asurprisewinner of the
competitive CIC*** with his
regular team partner Apollo Van
De Wendi Kurt Hoeve.

While Stefano and Apollo were
second after dressage at both the
London Olympics and the
Kentucky World Equestrian
Games, time-faults across
country have always been the
Belgianwarmblood's downfall.

But the bracing Norfolk air
obviously had aneffect — they
pulled off the second fastest time
ofthe section, addingjust 4.4
time-penaltiestotheir 38.1
dressage mark.

Stefanois staying with Andrew
Nicholson while he prepares fora

possible Badmintontilt.

“lamhopingtolearn

something frommy friend, whois
thefastestin the world"joked
Stefano, whose wife gave birthto
their firstchild, Filipo,less thana
monthago.

“Theidea of coming over hereis
todomore competitions —there
arenotmanyin ltaly —andtogive
the horse experience of a bigger
atmosphere with more runners,”
headded.

He will decide after Belton
whetherornottogoto
Badminton. But if this
improvementin their cross-
country speed continues, he and
Apollo could be aserious threat to
theleadersin Gloucestershireina
month’stime.

Timeacrosscountryplayeda
significant partin the final order,
withmany riders choosingtorun
their top horses fairly carefully
with bigger targetsin mind.
William Fox-Pitt, for example,
pickedup 20 time-faults or more
on each of his CIC*** rides except
for Olympic partner Lionheart, the
highest-placed of his five in ninth

with13.2 time-penalties. Three of
his five scored below 40inthe
dressage, though, with Chilli
Morning leading the 83-strong
sectionwithamarkof 34.,

on form
PIGGY FRENCH was secondand
third with Tinkas Time and Jakata.

Thelatter was better placed after
dressage, scoring 36.3 tolie third
behind ChilliMorning and Tiana
Coudray (Ringwood Magister),
with Tinkas Time on39.5.

Both showjumped faultlessly,
but she pushed Tinkas Time alittle
harder across country for 4.8pen
than Jakata, on his secondrun
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back after theinjury that took him
out of the Olympic team, who
pickedup10.4pen.

“Tinkas Timeissuchafunlittle
horse."said Piggy. “He's only small
[16hh], buthe has a lot about him
and he couldbe really smarton
theflat.He'schangingall the time
andthere’s more tocome.”

Shewas delighted with Jakata.

“Hewas beautiful today. You
always worry after aninjury
whether they will come back to
where they were, but hefeels —
andlooks —thebest he's ever
done. He enjoyed himselfand |
didn't realise how fast | was, which
says howquick and easy toride he
was,’she said.

Piggywasalsokeentopay
credittothe team at Jakata's part-
owner Michael Underwood's
showingyard. where Jakataand
DHiTopper W recuperated and
spent the winter. Piggy's other
potential Olympic partner, Topper
wasalsoinjuredinthe run-upto
the Gamesand, like Jakata, is
owned by Michael Underwood
and Piggy's father Wally.

Bill Levettand Shannondale
Titanwere another partnershipto
jumpadouble clear. Aspeedy
cross-country round onthe
perfect going thatriders and
horses relished after sucha
dismal winter parachuted them
intofourthon44.9.

“He's gotatremendous stride
lengthandis very goodinthe
brain,”said Bill, who plans totake
the son of Limmerick to Saumur
forafirst CCI***."There's alot of
improvement to come fromhim
ontheflat. whichisencouraging.”

Francis Whittington took fifth
on Easy Target with a final score of

51.9.They were half a penalty
ahead of Oliver Townend and
Armada, who looked smooth
andaccomplishedasa
partnershipinsixth.

Paul Sims and Calendo were
joint second fastest across
countryin seventh —only New
Zealand's Craig Nicolai and Just
Ironic were quicker, just 2sec over
thetimeallowed.

Zara Phillips and High Kingdom
finished eighthand were the
highest placed of last year's British
Olympic team, four of whom were
competingin this section.
Lionheartwas next, then Nicola
Wilson and Opposition Buzzin
13th, while Mary King and Imperial
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Cavalier jumped asteady double
clearin20th.

Only TinaCook and Miners
Frolic were absent after aminor
set-back, but remain on course
for Badminton.

Persimmon redeems himself
KITTYKING and Persimmon
picked up their fourth CIC** winin
lessthan ayear. They led all the
way, withonly5.2penacross
country toadd to their 40.9
dressage mark.

“He's quite tricky,”admitted
Kitty.“When| got on him this
morning he stood upand fell over,
whichisanewtrick, sohehadto
redeem himself,

“He uses anything asanexcuse
tospook toget out of working,
althoughhe has been easierand
moreonside this year.

Jane Murfett and Frank Inns’
eight-year-oldis clearly highly
talented, however, and he will
move up toadvanced before being
aimedat the Tattersalls CCI**.

Kitty was grateful to the

COURSE CHAT

BILLLEVETT turned 50
onGood Friday. He

arrived at the event the day
before with a stinking cold and
without any plans to celebrate
his birthday, but on Thursday
his wife Jenny turned up with
their two children and on Friday
two of his sisters, Sally and
Connie, arrived from Australia,
toBill'scomplete surprise.

“They just walked into the
lorry, which was rather
emotional,” he admitted.

Jenny had organised two
surprise parties —onein
Norfolk during the event and
one back homein
Gloucestershire — sothe
milestone was, inthe end,
well celebrated.

ZARAPHILLIPS made

the save of the day when,
going the long route at the
double of brushcornersinthe
advanced on Silver Lining V, the
grey made a hash of the second
element. Zarawas clinging on
round his neck, but managed to
defy gravity to wriggle herself
back into the plate and wenton
tocomplete aclear round.

ASwellas her CIC***
placings, Piggy French
was fifthin the advanced on her
new ride Westwood Mariner.
Formerly ridden by Polly
Stockton, the Cult Hero
12-year-old has been bought by
Piggy's mother Kate, Susie
Wood and SusanWrightonasa
horse they could enjoy
watching runat the top level.
“He'sacharming horse to
work withand Polly’s done a fab
job —I'vejustgottogetto
know himand adjust to him,"
said Piggy.
He holds aBadminton entry,
but the pair will aim for
Bramhaminstead.
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organisers for fitting herinat
the last minute after Somerley
was cancelled.

“It's beensowetandhorrible
everywherethatitwas greatto
givethe horsesagoodrunround a
galloping track onamazing
ground,”said Kitty.

Althoughthe CIC** horses bore
the brunt of a vicious horizontal
snowstorm on Saturday morning,
the weather, although cold, was
remarkably good. There was nota
speck of mudat the venue, to
everyone's astonishment.

CIC** runner-up Caroline Smith
is hoping forasecondshotata
placeonthat European
Championships team inAustriain
July.Sheand herown ParaTi
competed as anindividual at the
2011 championships.

The Suffolk-based 27-year-old
said:“He's got the best
temperament you could ever wish
for and he knew today I really
wanted himtogoforit”

She has recently changed the
son of Baloubet De Rouet's
jumpingbitfromasnaffletoa
Dutchgag.

“It's made amassive
difference.’she said."He's never
been strong, butat 17hh he'sabig
horse andit'snow mucheasier to
gethimbacktome.”

Onemarkbehind Carolineona
finishing score of 50.8 was

Bill Levett and Shannondale
Titan enjoy a good
for with

preparation for Saumur
fourth place in the CIC***

\

Coopers Law,owned and bred by
Sally Williams and her aunt Nicola
Dicksonand ridden by Emilie
Chandler. The son of Mill Law will
goadvanced nextat Belton.
Theadvancedsectionwentto
Frenchman Astier Nicolas and his
2012 Bramham under-25 CCI***
winner Piaf De Bneville. They beat
Andrew Nicholsonand Nereoby
0.1pen andwillhead to their first
Badminton full of confidence.
“He's agentleman whose only
aiminlifeis to please you," said
Astier.”| wanted to take him slowly
cross-country, but hewas toofit.”

Andrew was also thirdonthe
thoroughbred Calico Joe.

‘He'sareal lad’
ALEXPOSTOLOWSKY took
intermediate sectionKon
Trevarth, posting a stunning
dressage mark of 20.5. This gave
Alexabitof breathing space
across country, where she picked
up13.2time-penalties on this
intermediate first-timer.

“They announced mydressage
score when | was halfway round
the showjumping and | thought
they must have made a mistake,”
shesaid.

“He's a lovely, loose mover and
really talented, but he needsalot
of work.He's areallad — if he were
human, he'd be down the pub
every nightdrinking pints and
eating pork scratchings—sohe
needsreminding thathe'sgota
jobtodo.”

Norfolk-based owner Val Mason
bought the seven-year-old when
he was two. By Catherston
Liberator,heis anembryotransfer
sonof Erbium, whom Sarah
Cohenrode at four-star.

Oliver Townend won sectionJ
onanother seven-year-old, the
Puissance gelding Harthill Percy.
They added a showjump down
and 3.2 time-faults to their smart
23.2dressage score tostay three
marks ahead of Bill Levettand
Clare Prentice's Athleet V.

ltwas afirstintermediate run
for the strawberry roan Athleet V.

“He handledit well, taking onall
thedifficultlines, although I didgo
the long way out of the sunken
road,"said Bill.“"He's gota
phenomenal jump, butis very
cheeky and loves to frolicabout.”

And Pippa Funnellhad Jane and
JonathanClarke's Billy Landretti
backin formwithanopen
intermediate victory. The Vechta
11-year-old won the Barbury
CIC***in 2011, but missed most of
2012 — his only run was an open
novicewinwith Sir Mark Todd
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