EVENTING SPLECIAL

Thereisan abundance of Australian and New Zealand event ridersin the UK.
Gemma Redrup finds outhow they make the movetothe

northern hemisphere work
HERE has been an omnipresenee of miles away from your family can be a very bitter Bl Lt bs now
Antipodean event riders in Britain pill to swallow, settiedin the Uk with
scemingly since the dawn of time. “If things aren’t going well and your entire family s wite ooy snd
With a total of cight riders inside the support network are on the other side of the world,  eaiaren Joshos and
top 20 Britich Eventing rider rankings the feelings you encounter are more acute — UrsulasTensved
Jast year, they have always boen adominant foree. Bt that’s when being here in the UK gets really Ehiniing this was it for
upracting and hauling everything to the UK from the  tough.” he says. ot beast the naat 10
ather side of the world shouldn't be underestimated. Multi-gold medallist and fellow Kiwi Blyth Tait yearsand had to
Australian rider Bill Levett “sold everything up” misses the “perfect climate” and Australian Chris ke It work!
“I head 2 horse breaking business that T had to wave  Burton feels the same about no longer “riding first
goodbye to,” he explains. thing in the moming before escaping inside to
Fellow Aussie Paul Tapner faced a similar situation  avoid the heat and watching tennis all day”
when he moved. Sounds idulie. So why go through the upheaval
*1 had a successful oquestrian centre, fencing 1o live several time zones away from everything you
business and a temporary stable building company, Tvow aunel love? Apparently it’s simple.
too,” says Paul. “It wasn't an casy decision to leave it “The quality, frequency and level of competition
all behind” in the UK is second to none.” explains Jesse,
In £act, all riders who make the mammoth trip to Blyth agrees: “Here you're able to compete
the northern hemisphere have left something belind,  against some of the world's best riders every week,
o matter how big or small, in an attempt toearves  which means the rate of improvement in the horses
financially viable and highly successful cancer from and your own riding is vastly increased.”
eventing. Obwviously family falls into this bracket, too. Paul says that he gets “annoyed” if he has to travel
Young New Zealander Jesse Campbell is quick to any bonger than two hours to an event in England,
explain how suddenly finding yourself thousands of “But in Australia we could travel up to two days
wrwea P teandhound couk
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i get to competitions like Adelaide,” he laughs,

But before these risders have even arrived on
Eiritish soil, there is the rather large matter of getting
everything, including their horses, from one side of
the world to the ather,

“It's a bot casier to do now than when 1 first moved
over here in 1989, savs Blyth. “There are a lot more
flights available to move back and forth — 1 guess the
world has shrunk in a way”

His 1996 Olympic gold medallist and double 1898
world gold medallist Ready Teddy sailed from New
Zealand 1o the UK in 1994 by boat.

“The trip took about a month,” says Blyth. “The
cost of bringing horses by boat was about one-thind
of the cost of a flight back then so it made sense”

Paul dis things slightly differently, moving
backwards and forwands between Australia and the
UK from 1999 to 2008,

“1 tirmed it so that [ endod up with three years of
perpetual summer, he sy,

He brought a few horscs over with hin at & time,

“You can fit three horses into one air crate, which
made things more economically viable,” he says,
“So [ flew three over in 1999, six in 2001 and three
in 2002."

Fellow Australian Chris Burton was also lucky
cenough to be helped by some supportive owners,
which meant he eould fly his six advanced horses to
the UK upon his decision to move in 2011

Getting started

BUT anee hiere, how did these Antipodeans go about
finding somewhere to base themselves? Many did
work placements with well-established riders before
settling into their own yards,

1 did work experience at Mark Todd's in 2009. 1
then went back to New Zealand, but while | was in
the middle of my second year at university, Andrew
Nicholson offered me a job and | eouldn't say no,”
says Jessc, who has since set up his ovn yard in
Marlborough, Wilts, where many of his fellow
countrymen are based.

Inn 1985 Bill Levett won a Range Rover scholarship
1o move to Gatcombe Park to be based with Mark
Phillips for a year.

“After that 1 didn’t return to England until 1954,
wheen 1 was selocted to ride Mirabooka NJ for
Australia at The Hagee World Championships in the
Netherlands,” says Bill.

“At first being in the UK was very difficult, but 1
managed to make sone friends who let me stay with
them and ok me around to varions cvents, [ never
meoved here thinking, 11 see how it goes and if it
doeen't work out 1'll move back to Australia | very
rwch mioved thinking, “This is it for at least the next
10 years’ and 1 had 1o make it work”

Conversely, Mark Todd never planned to stay in the

coriidered the US
or Britaln as his
s Tt I e
el Bt won
oo e = M R
everyihieg Ineed
oy daonbey’

M Zealand's
LT Brown o0
Menbon Aoy
Gereerak 18 lakes
ayearbor a horte
i pait fully

o revling

Gres! dadi o print 3o IPad SuBCPiptions 3% wiaw hor seandhoundiuldcoui/iwis

THE EVENTER MIGRATION

SAM GRIFITTHS SAYS:

“Tve baen in Britain about 20 years ~
1 started off a5 a working pupd for
Biyth Tai, Ehen D worked for Matt
[Ryan. There ane a lot of Australian
and New Zealand ridiers who da the
sieme, Thte are so many
opportunities oa olfer here in Britain
and somedtimes we forget how lucky we are. Pecple want o be

Uk et e i you weend o b the best you need bo compete on
the best cincult inthe waekd,

“Riders often give up 2 lot at home when they o befe.
My parents had a propecty which would have made 2 great
eveniting base, but | knew | had bo come to Britain and start
‘again from Eerally nothing. The riders who come v ane
disproportionatily successiul and that ts partly why = they
v often given p amazing places and strong businesses
Back Buome, 50 thy hiviea roal deive bo make it work inthis
country,

“Onoe they arrive, ridees offen start off by basing
hixrsatviss with ancthr Antipodean rider, who can give them
advice on events and horse management, The: way we kiep
Borses bheee iswery different and ones which are Bowniug from
Ithe southemn hemisplsene often take  year or 18 months o
adjust. They arive dnd you breathe a sigh of rebel that they've
made it and they often ook great = particularty if they arive
i Biritain's winker in their summer ¢oats. Then a month Later
ity really boze condition and start growing a winber coat, st
5 the otber borses ane caming info their summer coats.

1 thinis it'd be interesting ta lool inb that migration of
riders 8o Britain, how they make it work, what challenges they
T b cwiercome B what thesy sacrifice, 5 well 23 how the
horses adarst”

UK for good when he first visited,

*1 came over in 1979 as a 23-vear-okl,” he says.

I didn't think my visit would be permanent = [
theught I'd be here for a couple of years and then
returmn to New Zealand, but opportunities to ride
maore horses arose and so | stayed.”

Chris took a slightly different approach when
deciding where to base himself,

1 hought a round the world air ticket to work out
wheere [ wanted to be,” he says.

Chris’ first port of call was the United States, where
he caught up with fellow Australian Bovd Martin,
wh is now based in South Carolina for the winter
and Pennsylvania for the rest of the year.
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Ml Todd firet e 10 the U sgd 23 He IS now based inBritain
anain, hawing made a comeiaci abter retiring 1o fhve In New Zealand

“Moving to the US was my other option.” Chris
explaing, “But in the end Britain won me over = it
has everything 1 need on my doorstep.”

How do herses cope?
TRAVELLING between 9,000 and 12,000 miles
often sets the human body out of kilter, especially
when it involves dealing with the transition from
one climate to anather, Jetlag ik a real pain, but
something we are often able to shake off after a fow
diays. But how do horscs cope with the change in
hemigphere and style of eventing competition?

Mark Todd, who has broaght over bebween 15 and
20 horses from New Zealand over the years, says:
“I've found that they have all nocded a break at some
point within the first year they arrive.

“Some horses cope better than others — my 1930
Badminton winner, Southern Comfort 111, arrived in
England just eight weeks before he won the event”

Bill agrees with Mark that it usually takes 2 horse a
year to adjust fully w the British seasons.

“It's a big ask to rush a horse once they arrive,” he
explaing. “The rate at which they get used to life here
't really dependent on type — it takes tinse for
them to find their rhythm with regards to feeding,
the weather, vets and farriers.”

Elyth also shares this philosophy, saying: *1 learnt
from experience and [ now wouldn't bring anything
to the UK between September and February as the
dramatic change in climate, going from the warmth
of the sunmer in the southern hemisphere to the
winter in the northern henisphere is too much to
ask. Horses ennd up with horrible coats as their bodies
can't work out what is going on.”

Kiwi rider Lizzie Brown armived in the UK in 2011
with one noviee horse.

It was a bit of a disaster bocause | was under
pressure Lo get out competing — you can't really
arrive and then wait a vear to go to a show when
yiout'vie moved over hiere to event,” she sy, “But I've
since found with more experience that it takes a year
for 2 horse to adjust fully”

Mark adds that new arrivals also take time to
adapt to the different water and nutrients they find
in Britain.

“Upon the arrival of any horse from New Zealand,
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o horses danding on the plane for so long. Diet management i S50 paramoont
e they armive to.2vold tying up due fo.a drastic change in the tpe a8 qualty

“Onge horsss. armive some can oo off the boll I arider brings 2 borse over for 2
onenolf, bigh-level competition, mart pressure i often placed onthe hovse to
perform on a diy-bo-day basis over 2 four- fo sirweek period.”

H states that this is probalily more down to the peycholegy of the rider as they
feel mine prestare to make th tvint 3 soccess rather than ahorss's heaith isue.

*Eapually, if 3 rider brings a horse over bo far in advance, thit horse cin often start
tos strugple with sccimatising to clmabe and dhet, just 25 2 human athiete would if
they wind 1o 1rain ina diffenent country for an extended period of time. This is often
wilien you e Borses need a proger break 1o adjust.” b conltinues.

Jesse Campbedl
startiod ot in the
UK withwork
waperience ot Mark
Tosd's, but it was &
obatfertrem

that persusded him
1o haveunirsityin
Hew Zealard, He
o has his gwn
yard i Witshire

T would ke it with an immuno boost supplenent,
adouble strength wormer due to the length of the
Jjourney, and a flu vaccination.” he says.

Chris points out: “Some don't et up as well and
can suffer with gastric uloers, and these problems
tend to show up after a couple of months = it'sa
tough change for them”

Paul interestingly points out that he leart to bring
aver quict horses from Australia due to the change in
format and byout of cvents in Britain.

“In Australia each phase was situated a long
distance apart from the other, or even held on a
different day. So when the horses cane over to the
UK some struggled to cope with the fact that cach
phase could be situated next to another one and that
there was much more going on,” he explains.

In it for the long haul

DESPITE the preferable weather Down Under and
the stunning New Zealand landscape, all of these
riders are in the UK to stay for at beast the duration of
their eventing careers.

Thanks to their moves, many Antipodean riders
have also et their future wives, sach as Paul and
Bill. Many now have children here toa, o their round
the workd trip to chase their eventing dreams has
shaped their whele life. HEH
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